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Cornelia Butler Flora, Charles F. Curtiss Distinguished Professor of Agriculture and 
Sociology Emerita at Iowa State University and Research Professor Kansas State 
University, served 15 years as Director of the North Central Regional Center for Rural 
Development. She has over four decades of work asset-based community develop-
ment, using community capitals: natural, cultural, human, social, political, financial, 
and built, in the U.S., Canada, Spain and developing countries. Her current research 
addresses alternative strategies of community development and community-based 
natural resource management in light of changing socio-technical regimes and cli-
mate change.  

Her books include: Interactions Between Agroecosystems and Rural Communities; 
Rural Communities: Legacy and Change (5 editions); Rural Policies for the 1990s; 
and Sustainable Agriculture in Temperate Zones.  
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