








This analysis again uses the individual
student-level records to determine travel times
between student home and school locations for
high school students only.® To focus on places
where students are likely to face burdensome
travel times, we identify census tracts where
there are high proportions of zero-vehicle
households and families in poverty,” and the
average travel time by walking or walking/public
transit exceeds 45 minutes. Applying these
conditions to the SDUSD tracts results in the
identification of 31 census tracts containing
4,784 students. The 31 tracts are shown in Figure
2 and illustrate some overlap with City Heights
but tend to extend more deeply into southeast
San Diego, specifically the Lincoln Heights and
Encanto neighborhoods contained within the
Lincoln High attendance boundary. The locations
highlighted in Figure 2 are likely to be good
candidate sites for transit service improvements.
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Figure 2. Identification of census tracts with a high need for

public transit and relatively poor public transit service between

students’ home and school locations

This research brief highlighted transportation conditions faced by SDUSD students who likely depend
on public transit and demonstrated several ways that individual student record data can enrich the
type of analyses conducted using only publicly available data (such as those presented in Research

Brief 1).

These results can be used to inform and advocate for improved transportation conditions among
SDUSD's neighborhoods with high need. They are also some of the first to identify potential associa-
tions between transportation and student performance outcomes, including GPA and chronic absence
rates. The City Heights findings in particular suggest that in the SDUSD, transportation-related chal-
lenges might be associated with certain outcomes (e.g. reduced GPA) but not others (e.g. chronic

absence rates).

A Georgia

<> ‘ P
& S Tech
N/

The

CENTER ror REGIONAL CHANGE California

Endowment

,5,0 R ~ Alex Karner, Ph.D. Nancy Erbstein, Ph.D.
0L p\5 alex.karner@design.gatech.edu nerbstein@ucdavis.edu
6 High sdu)o\ students are much more \<u\v tﬂaﬂ »Tud nts in other grade levels to use public transportation. According to the 2010-2012 California

e

hool students use public transit to get to school. The same figure for K-8 students is 2.4%
le households and families in poverty that exceeded the median proportions in tracts where
ouseholds and 7.7% for families in poverty
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