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The Index of Youth Vulnerability

To create the index, we averaged the rank for each of the five predictor variables mentioned. Then 
the results were classified by quintiles such that the lowest quintile would represent the areas with 
the least vulnerability to disconnection while the highest quintile would be at risk for disconnection 
(Figure 7).

Figure 7: The index of youth vulnerability based on the average of rank scores from: high school drop outs, teen birth, foster care referrals, 
juvenile felony arrests and median household income. The highest quintile (lightest color) represents the most at-risk populations.



Summary/Conclusions

12Index of Youth Vulnerability
Estella Geraghty, Nancy Erbstein, Teri Greenfield

Although some of the data did not lend itself well to zip code level interpretation (school drop outs, 
out of work and out of school youth and juvenile felony arrests), we believe there is value in drawing 
attention to geographies with high concentrations of young people likely to need additional support 
around transitioning to independent, healthy adulthood.

This set of maps highlight the relative rates of each of the data points noted herein. Viewing 
the region as a whole, there appears to be consistent significant risk areas in Yuba County, West 
Sacramento, neighborhoods and unincorporated areas south and north of Sacramento, the Fairfield, 
Vallejo and Rio Vista areas of Solano County, and the South Lake Tahoe area of El Dorado County. 
Creative investments in and engagement with young people in these areas are especially needed to 
promote youth and regional health.
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